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When I talk about the dignity of
work, I understand that my job is to
fight for those workers and fight to
make sure this never happens again. 1
will work with anyone to do this.

I am thrilled that Senator VANCE, my
freshman colleague in his second
month in the Senate, a Republican—we
don’t agree on the big issues, but we
have listened to the same people and
sure as heck agree that we need to do
this.

I will work to get these reforms
passed that hold Norfolk Southern ac-
countable to make sure they pay for
every cent of the cleanup.

As I said, Senator VANCE and I come
from different parties, but we come to-
gether for the people in our State, as I
did with Senator Portman. Again, we
have major differences on the big
issues, but we are working together for
Ohio. We pressed Federal officials to
take legal action. We pressed for moni-
toring of potential long-term health ef-
fects.

That is how you get things done. You
listen to the people whom you serve
and you find common ground with the
elected officials, who should be your
partners, regardless of party.

As I said, it is what we did with Sen-
ator Portman again and again. We
found agreement wherever we could
and got things accomplished.

Right after Senator Portman left of-
fice—he was maybe out of office for 2
days in January—he and I and Senator
McCONNELL, who sits at this chair and
is the Republican leader, with Gov-
ernor DeWine, a Republican, and the
Governor of Kentucky, a Democrat,
and the President of the United States
stood at the Brent Spence Bridge, a
project we have been working on for 10
years. Three percent of GDP crosses
over that bridge, connecting Senator
McCONNELL’s State and Cincinnati in
my State.

Senator Portman and I worked to-
gether to come up with the strongest
“Buy American” laws ever; to
strengthen our trade enforcement laws
to protect Ohio workers and Ohio busi-
nesses, like Whirlpool; expanding ac-
cess for opioid addiction; the PACT
Act, taking care of veterans exposed to
those football field-sized burn pits and,
maybe 2, 3, 5, 10 years later, develop a
cancer or bronchial illness. They need
treatment and they show up at the VA,
and because of the PACT Act that Sen-
ator TESTER, my colleague and the
principal writer, and I, who also helped
write—which is named after an Ohi-
oan—the PACT Act will save lives.

I am hopeful that we continue that
bipartisan Ohio tradition with Senator
VANCE, starting with these common-
sense reforms to prevent other Ohio
communities from facing another dis-
aster.

As I told the residents of East Pal-
estine, I am here for the long haul. The
last time I was there, I said to the
mayor: I am going to keep calling you
on the phone. I am going to keep call-
ing the fire chief. I am going to keep

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

calling Melissa Smith, who owns that
candle company. I am going to show
up. I am not going away until this is
fixed, until people’s lives are back to
normal, and until Norfolk Southern is
held accountable. When people who
don’t live in Ohio pack up in a week or
two, we are still going to be there for
months, for the next year—for the next
10 years, if that is what it takes to
make this right.

I hope my colleagues of both parties
will show that same commitment that
Senator VANCE is saying and Senator
RUBIO and Senator CASEY and Senator
FETTERMAN and Senator HAWLEY. Join
us to get something real done for the
people whom we serve.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CONFIRMATION OF ARACELI
MARTINEZ-OLGUIN

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, this
week, the Senate confirmed Araceli
Martinez-Olguin to the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia.

A first-generation American, Ms.
Martinez-Olguin graduated from
Princeton University and the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley School of
Law, before clerking for Judge David
Briones on the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Texas. From
there, she embarked on a legal career
defined by her commitment to pro-
tecting the rights of immigrants, work-
ers, students, and women—from the
ACLU Women’s Rights Project to
Legal Aid at Work, to the Department
of Education’s Office of Civil Rights,
and the National Immigration Law
Center. In addition to her experience
assisting with legal briefs for cases
being considered by the Supreme
Court, Ms. Martinez-Olguin has focused
on dozens of immigration and employ-
ment matters, many of which impli-
cated complex statutory schemes.

The American Bar Association rated
Ms. Martinez-Olguin as ‘‘qualified,”
and her nomination was strongly sup-
ported by her home State Senators,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN and Mr. PADILLA.

With a career-long commitment to
defending equal justice for all, and a
professional background that is his-
torically underrepresented on the
bench, Ms. Martinez-Olguin will serve
the Northern District of California
with distinction. I was proud to sup-
port her nomination.
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CONFIRMATION OF JAMAL N.
WHITEHEAD

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, yes-
terday, the Senate voted to confirm
Jamal Whitehead to the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Wash-
ington.

Mr. Whitehead’s significant trial ex-
perience in both government and pri-
vate practice and his commitment to
equal justice under law make him an
outstanding nominee to the district
court. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Washington and the Seattle
University School of Law, he joined the
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission’s—EEOC—Seattle field of-
fice as a trial attorney. While at the
EEOC, Mr. Whitehead was responsible
for enforcing Federal employment dis-
crimination laws, including title VII of
the Civil Rights Act and the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Mr. Whitehead then served as an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney in the civil divi-
sion of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the Western District of Washington,
where he handled both employment
and tort matters. He returned to pri-
vate practice in 2016 and has continued
to focus on civil rights, including rep-
resenting individuals who have brought
claims against their employers for har-
assment, discrimination, or retalia-
tion.

Mr. Whitehead is President Biden’s
first judicial nominee living with a
known physical disability, and he will
be one of few Federal judges who un-
derstands this experience. He will bring
a valuable perspective to the district
court bench. In addition, the American
Bar Association unanimously rated Mr.
Whitehead ‘‘well qualified,”” and he has
the strong support of his home-state
Senators, Mrs. MURRAY and Ms. CANT-
WELL.

I supported his nomination and was
glad to see him confirmed.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President,
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-03T19:57:34-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




